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THE ANCIENT TESTIMONY 

Of the Religious Society of Friends, &c. 

THE FALLEN STATE OF MAN. 
(Continued from page 170.) 


Man was created in the image of God, ca- 
pable of understanding the Divine law, and 
holding communion with his Creator. Through 
transgression he fell from this blessed state, 
and consequently lost the heavenly image. 
His posterity come into the world in the 
image of the earthly, and until renewed by 
the quickening power of the grace of God, 
they are fallen, degenerated, and dead to the 
Divine life in which Adam originally stood, 
and are subject to the power, nature, and seed 
of the serpent; and not only their words and 
deeds, *but"theic imaginations are evil per- 
petually in the sight of God, as proceeding 
from this depraved and wicked seed. Man 
therefore in this state can know nothing 
aright concerning God ; his thoughts and con- 
ceptions of spiritual things, until he is dis- 
joined from this evil seed, and united to the 
Divine light, are unprofitable to himself and 
to others. 

Although we are not punishable for Adam’s 
sin, and do not partake of his guilt until we 
make it our-own by transgression, yet we can- 
not suppose that, descended from Adam, man 
has any natural light, or moral faculty per- 
taining to his constitution, that can give him 
a sense of his fallen state, or bring him out of 
it into that spiritual fellowship and communion 
with God, which Adam fell from. Whatever 
real good any man doth, it proceeds from the 
seed of God in him as a new visitation of life, 
in order to bring him out of his fallen state ; 
which though it be placed in him, is not of 
him. 

Where the apostle asserts that the Gentiles 
do by nature the things contained in the law, 
he is not to be understood as speaking of 
man’s own nature, which he hath as man, for 
this would make him contradict himself; 
since he declares that the natural man receiv- 
eth not the things of God, for they are fool- 
ishness to him, neither can he know them, for 
they are spiritually discerned. The nature 
by which the Gentiles did the things of the 








law, cannot therefore be the fallen corrupt 
nature, but the renewed spiritual nature, pro- 
ceeding from the regenerating power of Di- 
vine grace, which is evident from what fol- 
lows—“ these having not the law, that is out- 
wardly, are a law unto themselves, whic* 
show the work of the law written in then 
hearts.” Now the law of God is among the 
things of God,—and the apostle says, the law 
is spiritual, holy, just and good; and the 
Scriptures declare, that the writing of the 
Divine law in the heart, is an essential part 
of the new covenant dispensation, and there- 
fore it can be no part of man’s nature. 

However early children give evidence of 
the effects of the fall, and of a sinful nature, 
they cannot be sinners from their birth, be- 
cause there can be no sin where there is no 
transgression; and where there is not a ca- 
pacity to receive a law, it cannot be trans- 
gressed. The testimony of the apostle is 
very positive to this point; “ Where no law 
is there is no transgression ;” * but sin is not 
imputed where there is no law.” To account 
a child guilty or obnoxious to punishment, 
merely for an offence committed by its pa- 
rents, before it could have any consciousness 
of being, is inconsistent both with justice and 
mercy ; therefore no infant can be born with 
guilt upon its head, Those are by nature 
children of wrath, who walk according to the 
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
worketh in the hearts of the children of dis- 
obedience. Here the apostle gives their evil 
walking,;and not any thing which is not re- 
duced to act, as a reason of their being chil- 
dren of wrath. Besides the natural alienation 
from the internal life of God, as they become 
capable of distinguishing the monitions of 
Truth in their consciences, the bonds of cor- 
ruption are often strengthened by habitual in- 
dulgence of the carnal propensities against 
the sense of duty, and thus all who have ar- 
rived at such a degree of maturity as to be 
convinced of right and wrong, have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God. 

But whatever Adam’s posterity lost through 
him, is fully made up to them in Christ ; and 
undoubtedly his mercy and goodness, and the 
extent of his propitiation, are applicable to 
infants, who have not personally offended, as 
to adults who have; and little children who 
are taken away before they have sinned, may 
with perfect confidence be resigned as entirely 
safe in the arms of their Saviour, who declar- 
ed “of such is the kingdom of Heaven.” (See 
Barclay’s Apology, and Phipps’s Original and 
Present State of Man.) 


ON THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE LIGHT OF 
CHRIST. 


In reference to the universality of this Di- 





vine light and grace, we believe in accord- 
ance with the testimony of Robert Barclay ; 
“ That God, who, out of his infinite love sent 
his Son the Lord Jesus Christ into the world, 
who tasted death for every man, hath given to 
every man, whether Jew or Gentile, ‘Turk or 
Scythian, Indian or barbarian, of whatsoever 
nation, country or place, a certa or 
time of visitation, during which it is possible 
for him to be saved, and to partake of the 
benefits of Christ’s death. That for this end 
he hath communicated to every man, a mea- 
sure of the light of his own Son, a meagure of 
grace or of the Spirit, which the Scripture 
expresses by several names, as sometimes of 
‘the seed of the kingdom,’ ‘ the light that 
makes all things manifest,’ ‘ the word of God,’ 
or ‘the manifestation of the Spirit given to 
profit withal,’ ‘ a talent,’ * a little leaven,’ ‘ the 
gospel preached in every creature.’ 


“ That God, in and by this light and seed, 
invites, calls, exhorts, and strives with every 
man, in order to save him; which, as it is 
received and not resisted, works the salvation 
of all, even of those who are ignorant of the 
death and sufferings of Christ and of Adam’s 
fall ; both by bringing them to a sense of their 
own misery, and to be sharers in the suffer- 
ings of Christ inwardly ; and by making them 
partakers of his resurrection in becoming 
holy, pure and righteous, and recovered out of 
their sins, By which also are saved they that 
have the knowledge of Christ outwardly, in 
that it opens their understandings rightly to 
use and apply the things delivered in the 
Scriptures, and to receive the saving use of 
them. But that this may be resisted and re- 
jected by both ; in which then, God is said to 
be resisted and pressed down, and Christ to 
be again crucified and put to open shame, in 
and among men: and to those who thus re- 
sist and refuse him, he becomes their condem- 
nation.” 


“© We do not understand this Divine princi- 
ple to be any part of man’s nature, nor yet to 
be any relic of any good which Adam lost by 
his fall, in that we make it a distinct and se- 
parate thing from man’s soul and all the facul- 
ties of it. There are some that lean to the 
doctrine of Socinus or Pelagius, who persuade 
themselves, through mistake, as if this Divine 
light which we preach up, were some natural 
power or faculty of the soul, and that we only 
differ from them in the wording of it, and not 
in the thing itself. Whereas there can be na 
greater difference than is betwixt us in that 
matter; for we certainly know that this light 
of which we speak, is not only distinct, but of 
a different nature, from the soul of man and 
its faculties.” 


After treating at large upon the universal 
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For ** The Friend.” 
The Willing’s Alley Coloured School. 


(Concluded from page 172.) 


Application was made to Joseph Clark, who 
manifested a deep interest in the concern, 
but the circumstances in which he was 
placed, seemed to render it proper for him to 
continue the school in which he was then en- 
gaged ; and accordingly the committee sought 
another Friend to succeed to the care of the 
school. 

In the First month, 1786, the committee 
made a report to the Monthly Meetings, in 
which they say, “ Our friend Anthony Bene- 
zet had the charge of the school when we last 
reported, which was kept at his house ; in this 
employ he continued until the Fourth month, 
1784, when he deceased. An intermission 
then succeeded, during which time we raised 
the school-house, built on the Alms-house lot, 
for this purpose, another story, with a view to 
accommodate a mistress’s school in the upper 
room, apprehending from the increase of 
black children it was necessary, and that the 
state of the subscriptions towards their instruc- 
tion would enable us to accomplish it. This 
being completed in the Ninth month follow- 
ing, we engaged with William Waring to un- 
dertake the tuition of the larger children and 
grown persons, in the lower room, for one 
year, at a salary of 1001.; and with Sarah 
Dougherty to teach the younger children and 
girls in spelling, reading, sewing, &c., at 501, 
per annum, in the upper room. When the 
year for which William Waring engaged was 
nearly expired, a prospect of another school 
opening, which he inclined to embrace, he 
gave up the school, wherein he was immedi- 
ately succeeded by Daniel Britt; who has it 
now under his care, at the same allowance 
made to William Waring. “The subscrip- 
tions for the support of the school from Eighth 
mo., lst, 1782, to the 13th of First mo., 1786, 
amounted to 5761. 9s. 7d.”—They conclude 
their report by informing the Monthly Meet- 
ing, that “our valued friend A. Benezet 
having made a large bequest to the school, 
and several other persons having also be- 
queathed sums of money for its support, when 
these donations come into our possession, and 
are applied in aid thereof, we expect sub- 
scriptions to a much less amount than has 
been usual will suffice ; but until that may be 
done, we hope our friends in this city will not 
be discouraged in the continuance of their 
liberality, for the support of an institution, 
founded on the most benevolent principles, 
useful, and essentially necessary for relieving 
our oppressed fellow-men from a state of igno- 
rance, and enabling them to become useful 
members of civil community.” Although the 
committee do not state explicitly the number 
admitted during this period, it is thought it 
could not have been less than two hundred 
and fifty. 

At the meeting of the committee, held in 
the Third mo., 1787, the following minute 
was made: “ Our friend James Pemberton 
now attends, and lays before the overseers a 
letter from our friend David Barclay, of Lon- 
don, dated London 2d of First mo., 1787, with 


appearance of the Holy Spirit to all men, he| ments with which we have no unity, being re- 
adds :— pugnant to our Christian faith. 

* By this we do not at all intend to equal} Another reason for setting forth afresh our 
ourselves to that Holy Man, the Lord Jesus) belief on this point is, that some modern wri- 
Christ, who was born of the virgin Mary, in| ters, under the pretext of upholding the inward 
whom all the fulness of the Godhead dwelt | light, are promulgating a system which gives 
bodily, so neither do we destroy the reality of| that appellation to a phantom of their own 
his present existence. For though we affirm| creating; and which they also designate as 
that Christ dwells in us, yet not immediately, | the light of universal reason, the voice of uni- 
but mediately as he is in that seed which is in| versal conscience, the instinct of Deity, and 
us ; whereas He, the eternal Word, which was| other similar terms ; which they represent as 
with God, and was God, dwelt immediately in|a redeeming principle implanted in man’s 
that Holy Man. He then is as the head and | nature, capable of springing up and producing 
we as the members—he is the vine and we|all that man can know of God, of duty and the 
the branches.” soul; and that the soul of man is*itself a 

And again, “ We do not hereby intend any | living fountain of immortal truth. Such delu- 
ways to lessen or derogate from the atonement | sive potions are entirely at variance with our 
and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, but on the con-| Christian faith, and appear to us no other than 
trary do magnify and exalt it. For as we) the refined speculations of a disguised deism, 
believe all those things to have been certainly | which virtually denies the truth of Divine 
transacted which are recorded in the Holy | revelation, the divinity of Christ, and his va- 
Scriptures, concerning the birth, life, mira-| rious offices in the work of man’s salvation. 
cles, sufferings, resurrection, and ascension of} Our religious Society has never professed 
Christ, so we do also believe that it is the duty | or believed in any other principle or power in 
of every one to believe it, to whom it pleases| man, to redeem him from evil, than the Holy 
God to reveal the same, and to bring them to| Spirit, the light of Christ, or the grace of 
the knowledge of it; yea, we believe it were|God, which shines in and appears unto all 
damnable unbelief not to believe it when so| men, and was purchased for us by the suffer- 
declared ; but to resist that holy Seed, which, | ings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and 
as minded would lead and incline every one| we consider it a gross abuse, and perversion 
to believe it, as it is offered unto them ;|of our Christian character and profession, to 
though it revealeth not in every one the| connect them with the erroneous notions above 
outward and explicit knowledge of it, yet it | alluded to. 
always assenteth to it, where it is declared. Various are the specious forms, in which 

** Nevertheless, as we firmly believe it was| infidelity is disguised in the present day, in 
necessary that Christ should come, that by | order toconceal its real character, and recom- 
his death and sufferings he might offer up him-| mend it to the adoption of the inexperienced 
self a sacrifice to God for our sins; who, his|and unwatchful ; and the nearer it counter- 
own-self bare our sins in his own body on the | feits the truth, the greater is the danger to be 
tree, so we believe that the remission of sins | apprehended from its approaches. 
which any partake of, is only in and by virtue) When once the mind is set afloat on the 
of that most satisfactory sacrifice and no|troubled sea of creaturely imagination and 
otherwise; for it is by the obedience of that| vain speculation, no matter at what point in 
one that the free gift is come upon all to jus-| religion it may be aiming, it is liable to be 
tification.” tossed about by every wind that blows, and to 

We have thought it proper thus to revive| be carried away by every plausible theory or 
our ancient and acknowledged doctrine, con-| argument, which may be started by men of 
cerning the universality and efficacy of the| greater cunning, or more powerful intellect 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit or the Light|than its own; and having parted from its 
of Christ, which, we believe, is, in mercy,| Heavenly Pilot, it is in imminent danger of 
extended in a greater or less degree to every | making shipwreck of faith and a good con- 
man, without distinction of nation or colour, | science. * 
during his day of visitation ; because in refer-} We feel it to be a duty to warn and caution 
all our members against imbibing or adopting 
sentiments, which would tend, in any wise, to 
shake their confidence in the truths of the 
Christian religion as they are recorded in 
Holy Scripture ; and to be careful not to put 
themselves in the way of hearing or reading 
any thing which would have such a tendency; 
it having been found, by sorrowful experience, 
that some, who thought themselves fortified 
against a spirit of unbelief, have had their 
religious principles gradually undermined, by 
thus needlessly exposing themselves to temp- 
tation. 















































































the knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, opinions 
are afloat, the tendency of which is to obscure 
our well known principle; representing the 
guide of such, in the things pertaining to sal- 
vation, to be a moral faculty, the light of na- 
ture, or a sense of the moral law, implanted 
in the constitution of man, &c., and denying 
that the declarations of the apostle, where he 
says, “ the manifestation of the Spirit is given 
to every man to profit withal,” and, “ The 
grace of God which bringeth salvation hath 
appeared unto all men,” have any reference 
whatever to the circumstances of mankind at 
Jarge, and that it is very doubtful whether the 
testimony of the evangelist respecting our 
Lord Jesus Christ, “ that was the true Light 
which lighteth every’ man that cometh into 
the world,” has any such application—senti- 


(To be continued.) 





“« Degenerate men loving to be honoured, 
devised outward marks of respect-—pride loves 
and seeks their perpetuity.” 
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a printed copy of the minutes of a sub-com-'it. In 1819, it was thou 


mittee for managing the donation fund for the 
relief of Friends in America, held the 15th of 
the Eleventh month, 1786, whereby it appears, 
that that committee have appropriated £500 
sterling of the money in their hands for the 
use of this institution, with directions to draw 
for the same. 

At the same meeting, three Friends were 
appoiuted to prepare a letter in reply to that 
of D. Barclay, which was produced at a sub- 
sequent meeting, and signed by all of the com- 
mittee. This communication contained a con- 
cise history of the school from its establish- 
ment, for the information, as they allege, 
“not only of the sub-committee, who made 
the appropriation of the money, but also such 
of the contributors,” as might desire to know 
something of the manner in which the money 
was to be applied. 

This liberal donation was duly received, and 
invested in ground rents, as were the funds de- 
rived from the estate of A. Benezet. 

Soon after this period the permanent in- 
come was so much increased from the bequests 
of several Friends, as to render annual sub- 
scriptions unnecessary. In 1794, the com- 
mittee came to the conclusion, that an act of 
incorporation would enable them to manage 
the funds more satisfactorily, and accordingly 
they requested from the Monthly Meetings 
authority to apply to the Legislature for one. 
The Friends, however, to whom the subject 
was referred by the Monthly Meetings re- 
ported unfavourably to the application being 
made, and it was consequently not procured. 
In 1795, and 1811, owing to the want of punc- 
tuality in the payment of interest and ground 
rents, and from other causes, the money re- 
ceived was not sufficient to pay the current 
expenses. The Monthly Meetings upon being 
informed thereof, directed in each year a 
general subscription to be made, which result- 
ed in obtaining in 1795, 2471. 2s. 5d., and in 

1811, $336 71. It was found necessary also 
in the year 1821 to make up a deficiency in 
the income ; this was likewise readily procured 
in the same way. The funds received several 
important additions from legacies, between 
1800 and 1820; these, as well as those which 
had been previously received, it is believed 
were left by members of our religious Society, 
except one of three hundred dollars, which 
was bequeathed by Thomas Shirley, a colour- 
ed man. After the income became sufficient 
to defray the expenses, the duties of the com- 
mittee were confined to the care of the funds, 
and a supervision of the schools—the routine 
of which was not much varied from year to 
year. They appear to have been regularly 
attended by an average of from sixty to eighty 
scholars per annum. I[n almost all the annual 
reports to the Monthly Meetings, they ex- 
press the opinion that the schools were of 
great use to the class for which they were 
established, and the improvement of the pupils 
is frequently noticed as being very satisfac- 
tory. In 1817, the management of this con- 
cern was, by agreement, transferred to the 

Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia 

for the Southern District, who, in that year, 

appointed a committee of men to superintend 
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the religious concern and benevolent exertions 
school if women 


of Friends, there can be but little doubt, that 
most of these would have grown up without 
any of the advantages of literary instruction, as 
for nearly 50 years there doesnot appear to have 
been any other school at which coloured chil- 
dren could have been gratuitously taught. 
Many of our most respectable coloured inha- 
bitants received all their literary education at 
these seminaries ; and it is particularly grati- 
fying and encouraging, to know, that not a 
few of these have expressed their gratitude to 
members of the committee, as well as others, 
for what they considered the great favour 
conferred upon them.* 

It would be difficult to estimate the influ- 
ence which these schools have exerted, and 
continue to exert, upon the morals and the 
manners of this oppressed portion of our com- 
munity. Scanty as the instruction has in many 
cases been, it has nevertheless proved of es- 
sential aid in promoting the real welfare of 
those who have enjoyed it. 
rounded by circumstances calculated in a pe- 
culiar manner to neutralize and destroy the 
beneficial effects of education, and to induce a 
neglect of it, yet instances occur of parents 
making sacrifices, and using efforts to afford 
their children an opportunity of receiving a 
literary instruction, which indicates a high 
appreciation of its value. 
these schools, many cases have occurred of 
men and women, sometimes far advanced in 
life, attending at great personal sacrifice of 
their means of living, in order that they might 
learn to read; and often these exertions have 
been made solely, it is believed, that they 
might have access to the contents of the in- 
Evening schools, however, 
having been opened for the exclusive instruc- 


tivu uf adult ealoured persons by an Associa- 
tion of Friends formed for the purpose, there 


are not so many grown persons attend the 
day-schools as formerly. They mostly prefer 
attending in the evening, as by doing so, they 
need not neglect the employments on which 
they depend for their daily subsistence. 
may not be improper to state, that the schools 
supported by this Association are also accom- 
modated in the Willing’s alley house, and 
their crowded state, and the consequent incon- 
veniences to which they are subjected, fur- 
nishes an additional reason for making an 
effort to procure a more commodious building. 


would arise to the gir 
Friends were associated in the care of it, and 
accordingly a number of female Friends were 
added to the committee. It is at present under 
the charge of a committee of nine men and 
thirteen women—they meet separately, and 
the latter have the exclusive care of the girls’ 
Pupils are admitted at the monthly 
meetings of the committee, and the schools 
are regularly visited—the boys by two of the 
men’s, and the girls by a similar number of 
the women’s committee. 

Anthony Benezet and John Pemberton left 
a number of valuable books, which, with the 
additions made, from time to time, by the 
committee, form a good library. ‘The volumes 
are loaned to the children weekly, with the pri- 
vilege of taking them home—thus the perusal 
of them has doubtless afforded interest to their 
parents, as well as themselves. The scholars 
have been for a long time required to attend 
meetings for worship on Fourth-day. The 
morning session of the school is opened by the 
teacher reading a chapter in the Bible, and 
several times in the week the New Testament 
is used as a reading book, and other means are 
adopted to impress the minds of the pupils 
with religious and moral truths. The income 
at the present time is about $1050, having 
been increased to this sum within a few years 
by the Legislature’s exempting from taxation 
the ground rents, and other property belong- 
ing to the schools; but this sum is barely suffi- 
cient to pay the salaries of the teachers, and 
the other necessary expenses. 
which they are held is the one originally built 
for their use, and is much out of repair, and 
quite too small for the number of children in 
attendance. The subject of providing better 
school-rooms has frequently claimed the at- 
tention of the committee; and in many of 
their reports, especially of latter years, they 
have expressed the belief, that the usefulness 
of the schools might be much extended, if 
better accommodations could be procured. 
The lot on which the present building is erect- 
ed being devised for a specific purpose, it is 
thought a new school-house ought not to be 
If sufficient funds however 
were provided, another lot might be obtained, 
and perhaps in a more central situation than 
This is a subject which 
must sooner or later claim the attention of 
those who desire the continuance of this use- 
ful and interesting institution. At the time of 
its establishment, the number of Friends in 
this city was comparatively few. 
cuniary means were much less than our’s are, 
yet it was supported for many years by their 
voluntary contributions, and afterwards en- 
dowed so as to need for the ordinary expenses 
little further aid from us. 
cumstances, it would be a source of regret if 
we, of the present generation, greatly blessed 
as we are “ in basket and in store,” cannot pro- 
vide for it such accommodations as would 
insure a continuance of its usefulness. 

In these schools, it is believed that from 
four to five thousand children have been more 
or less instructed in the elementary branches 
of an English education. Had it not been for 


school. 


~ a 
es 


a 


97). An snp 


ae 


Although sur- 


paemrnetes nt ; 
y 


ine goa aaeleate kn 


or eit om nih 


In the history of 


ee “ ° é 
puma ne mete se ost 


spired volume. 








K 
. 
: } 
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the present location. 





* The late James Forten, a respectable citizen, and 
one of our most extensive sail-makers, received instruc- 
tion at this school, while it was under the care of An- 
Benezet, and was very fond of alluding to it. 
5, two youths, natives of Africa, one of them the 
son of one of the native kings, attended at the boys’ 
school, and although but little acquainted with the 
English language when they were entered, acquired a 
knowledge of reading, writing and arithinetic. 
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From a late Foreign Journal. 
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Tenacity of the Reproductive Principle in 
some Seeds, &c. 


Wheat found ina Mummy.—The following 
paragraph lately appeared in most of the 
newspapers :—‘* Wheat three thousand years 
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old. Four years ago, a friend of the Earl of 
Haddington having occasion to unrol an Egyp- 
tian mummy, was surprised to find a few 
grains of wheat enclosed along with the 
body ; and having made a present to the earl’s 
countess of four seeds, it was sent to his mag- 
nificent seat of Tynningham, in East Lothian, 
and sown in a favourable spot in the kitchen- 
— on the first of November of last year. 
hrough the kindness of his gardener, we 
have been favoured with a sight of the pro- 
duce of these highly interesting seeds ; and as 
a rather imperfect account of them has ap- 
peared in a contemporary, we venture to lay 
before our readers the following brief descrip- 
tion of them :— Altogether there may be nearly 
a hundred stalks, ranging in length from 
nearly five to upwards of six feet. The leaves 
are broader than usual, and fully an average 
as to length. The grain is in two rows of 
triplets, and one or two that we counted con- 
tained twenty triplets on a side, or forty on 
the ear. The ear carries a few barbs or 
awns on the upper end, and is open and distant 
between the grains. It flowered nearly a 
fortnight before any of the varieties sown at 
the same period in the neighbouring fields. A 
few grains of the modern Egyptian wheat 
were sown along with it, and certainly no two 
articles can be more entirely dissimilar. The 
modern is dwarf—not more than four feet 
high—closely set, and barbed in every part 
of the ear, and its general resemblance to its 
ancient progenitor is not greater than that of 
barley to wheat.” 
This curious circumstance is by no means 
unprecedented. Seeds have on several former 


occasions been obtained from the cases of 


Egyptian mummies, and have in all instances, 
when sown, been productive. In at least one 
instance the seeds were found iu the Interior 
of the body of the mummy, and nevertheless 
germinated. Some circumstances not greatly 
dissimilar are recorded. About sixty years 
ago, in digging up a part of the wall of Anto- 
ninus, which extended between the Forth and 
Clyde, some wheat was found in a small re- 
cess, quite sound, excepting that it was 
slightly calcined on the exterior. This grain, 
of which the present writer once possessed a 
small quantity, could not be less than fifteen 
hundred years old. About the same time, on 
the discovery of a Roman bath at Inveresk, 
where there was a colonia or town of the con- 
querors of the world, a jar of wine was found, 
poner the Falernian so much celebrated by 

orace, but converted by time into a viscid 
substance, though still possessed of a luscious 
sweetness. We grieve to say that the magis- 
trates of the “ honest town” got it down to 
their hall, and inconsiderately consumed the 
whole of it that night in the form of negus. A 
few years ago, some raspberry seeds were 
taken from a body found in an ancient British 
tumulus, near Dorchester, thirty feet beneath 
the surface, and which from the coins of Ha- 
drian accompanying it, was supposed to have 
reposed there for sixteen hundred years. 
These seeds were sown in the garden of the 
Horticultural Society at Chiswick, where we 
have seen the new plants which sprang from 
them. It has also been stated that some 


cummin, found in the tombs in the south of 
France contemporaneous with Marcus Aure- 
lius and Clodius, germinated on being sown. 
And an onion, found in the hand of a mummy, 
and therefore presumably from two to three 
thousand years old, was as ready to vegetate 
as the wheat above mentioned. 

























a much longer lapse of time. 














Wonderful as these instances are, they by 


no means show the utmost persistency of 
seeds in retaining their vitality. 
earth is brought to the surface from a con- 
siderable depth, new plants grow upon it, the 
produce, it may be presumed, of seeds proba- 
bly dormant there for ages. 
menon one or two unusually striking instances 
may be adduced. “ To the westward of Stir- 
ling there is a large peat-bog, a great part of 
which has been flooded away by raising water 
from the river Teith, and discharging it into 
the Forth, the under soil of clay being then 
cultivated. The clergyman of the parish, 
standing by while the workmen were forming 
a ditch in this clay, which had been covered 
with fourteen feet of peat-earth, saw some 
seeds in the clay which was thrown out of the 
ditch; he took some of them up, and sowed 
them ; they germinated, and produced a crop 
of Chrysanthemum septum. 
years,” remarks the narrator of the circum- 
stance, “‘ must have elapsed while the seeds 
were getting their covering of clay, and while 
this clay became buried under fourteen feet of 
peat-earth !”* Some negative evidence on this 
point is, we believe, to be found in the fact 
that Roman utensils have been found in the 


Wherever 


Of this pheno- 


What a series of 


bog at that place, indicating that the clay sur- 
face has not been exposed since the time when 


that people occupied our country—say sixteen 


hundred years—however much more! The 
instance which follows is in some respects still 
more curivus, while it undoubtedly speaks to 
** About twen- 
ty-five or thirty years ago,” writes Judge 


Tuckerman, of Boston, to Dr. Carpenter, of 


Bristol, “ Judge Thatcher, one of the judges 
of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, told 
me that he knew the fact, that in a town on 
the Penobscot river, in the State of Maine, 
and about forty miles from the sea, some well- 


diggers, when sinking a well, struck, at the 


depth of about twenty feet, a stratum of sand, 
which strongly excited curiosity and interest 
from the circumstance that no similar sand 
was to be found any where in the neighbour- 
hood, and that none like it was nearer than 
the sea-beach. As it was drawn up from the 
well, it was placed in a pile by itself, an un- 
willingness having been felt to mix it with 
the stones and gravel which were also drawn 
up. But when the work was about to be 
finished, and the pile of stones and gravel to 
be removed, it was found necessary to re- 
move also the sand-heap. This therefore was 
scattered about the spot on which it had been 
formed, and was for some time scarcely re- 
membered. In a year or two, however, it was 
perceived that a large number of small trees 
had sprung up from the ground over which 
the heap of sand had been strewn. These 





* Pritchard’s Researches in the Physical History of 


Man, third edition, i. 39. 





trees became in their turn objects of strong 
interest, and care was taken that no injury 
should come to them. At length it was 
ascertained that they were beach-plum trees ; 
and that they actually bore the beach-plum, 
which had never before been seen except 
immediately on the sea-shore. These trees 
had therefore sprung up from seeds which had 
been in the stratum of sand, which had been 
pierced by the well-diggers. By what con- 
vulsion of the elements they had been thrown 
there, or how long they had quietly slept be- 
neath the surface of the earth, must be deter- 
mined by those who know very much more 
than I do.”* A very little knowledge of ge- 
ology is sufficient to throw some light on the 
history of these seeds. ‘The sand in which 
they were found was probably one of the 
superficial strata, which, though recent com- 
pared with others, are old with regard to our 
chronology. The seed had probably grown 
on a coast near the sea which laid down the 
sand, and thus were placed in a tomb which 
was destined to preserve them for numberless 
ages. 








* Carpenter’s General and Comparative Physiology, 
p- 127, note. 


(To be concluded.) 


To Soften Putty.—This being often an 
object with the gardener, that he may remove 
glass from frames, without breaking it, he 
will be glad to know, that a very strong solu- 
tion of caustic potash, or caustic soda, applied 
to it for a few hours, by laying upon it an old 
rag dipped in the solution, will have the de- 
sired effect. 


Oaths.—Socrates, the great promoter of 
virtue among the Athenians, had this saying, 
“that good men must let the world see, that 


their manners or dealings are more than an 
oath.” 


SF" 


Digp, at Amesbury, Mass., on the Jith ult., Paur 
Jones, aged eighty-four years; a devoted and influ- 
ential member of the religious Society of Friends, and 
who, for many years, sat at the head of the Particular 
Meeting, of which he was a member. When those 
who have been as pillars in the chureh are removed 
from our midst—a solemity pervades our minds in the 
recollection of departed worth, and we believe it a duty 
gratefully to commemorate those who have lived and 
died in the Christian faith, in the hope that it may be 
an encouragement for the young and rising generation 
to follow in their footsteps, as they have endeavoured 
to follow Christ. That our dear departed friend was 
one of that number we doubt not; and remembering his 
consistent walking while in mutability, we have the 
consoling belief he has entered into his rest. 


——, in Cincinnati, on First-day, the 4th instant, 
after an illness of three months, Exizaneru M. Peirce, 
wife of Thomas Peirce, aged forty-eight years. She 
was a member of the Society of Friends ; and died in 
the full belief of the blessed truths of the gospel. Du- 
ring her final sickness, her mind was preserved in a 
calm and patient state, and her end was peace. With 
a heart-felt sense of having experienced, through Divine 
mercy, the forgiveness of her sins, and repeated expres- 
sions of her unwavering trust in the Redeemer for sal- 
vation and eternal life, she left her family with the joy- 
ful hope of an inheritance among the sanctified in ever- 
lasting habitations. 
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For “* The Friend.” 


Relics of the Past.—No. 7. 


No action will conduce to our everlasting happiness, that is 
not the offspring of a heartfelt conviction of duty. Mere 
outside imitations of the best actions of the best men, will 
never advance the imitator one step nearer heaven. 


WARNER MIFFLIN. 
(Continued from page 173.) 


About the commencement of the year 1783, 
Warner Mifflin met with a deep trial, in the 
loss of his eldest daughter. To a much valued 
Friend he thus wrote on this subject, under 
date of Third mo. 10th, 1783. 

“ I think I hinted in my last the indisposi- 
tion of my eldest daughter. Since that time 
she has been removed from a painful conflict, 
I believe, to a better abode. I have felt de- 
sires to be in a situation that I might with 
proper authority adopt the language of Job, 
‘The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away, Blessed be the name of the Lord.’ It is 
a great attainment under the different admin- 
istrations of the rod and the staff, to be enabled 
to bless and praise His ever adorable name. 
It is so fara continuation of favour, that I feel 
at times, amidst my deficiencies, a desire that 
nothing may be pitied or spared that may be 
offensive, and that I may be stript of every 
temporal enjoyment, rather than that I might 
be suffered so to conduct as to be shut out 
from his life-giving presence, in which alone 
is the true comfort.” 

The memorial to Congress which Warner 
mentions as having been presented in 1783, was 
drawn up by acommittee of the Yearly Meet- 
ing, and was generally signed by Friends as- 
sembled. It appears from the minutes of 
Congress, to have been presented on the 8th 
of Tenth month, four days after it was issued 
by the meeting. It is as follows :— 


“To the United States in Congress assem- 
bled. 


“The address of the people called Qua- 
kers. 

“ Being, through the favour of Divine Pro- 
vidence, met as usual at this season in our 
annual assembly, to promote the cause of 
piety and virtue, we find with great satisfac- 


tion our well-meant endeavours for the relief 


of an oppressed part of our fellow-men have 
been so far blessed, that those of them who 
have been held in bondage by members of our 
religious Society, are generally restored to 
freedom,—their natural and just right. 

* Commiserating the afflicted state into 
which the inhabitants of Africa are very 
deeply involved by many professors of the 
mild and benign doctrines of the gospel, and 
affected with a sincere concern for the essen- 
tial good of our country, we conceive it our 
indispensable duty to revive in your view the 
lamentable grievance of that oppressed peo- 
ple, as an interesting subject, evidently claim- 
ing the serious attention of those who are en- 
trusted with the powers of government, as 
guardians of the common rights of mankind, 
and advocates for liberty. 

“ We have long beheld with sorrow the 
complicated evils produced by an unrighteous 
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the human species to the deplorable state.of | against. Only one of the delegates from New 


slavery. 

“ The restoration of peace, and restraint to 
the effusion of human blood, we are persuaded, 
excite in the minds of many, of all Christian 
denominations, gratitude and thankfulness to 
the all-wise Controller of human events ; but 
we have grounds to fear that some, forgetful 
of the days of distress, are prompted by ava- 


Jersey was present, who voted in the affirma- 
tive. By the then constitution of Congress, 
it required the agreement of a majority of the 
representatives of seven of the states for the 
enactment of such a provision; and thus this 
resolution was lost. Had the other delegate 
from New Jersey been in his place, the United 
States might perhaps long since have been 


ricious motives, to renew the trade for slaves | relieved of the burden of slavery. The repre- 
to the African coasts, contrary to every hu-| sentatives voting in the affirmative from the 
mane and righteous consideration, and in oppo- | southern states, were Thomas Jefferson, of 
sition to the solemn declarations, often repeat-| Virginia, and Hugh Williamson, of North 
ed, in favour of universal liberty; thereby | Carolina. 


increasing the too general torrent of corrup- 


Friends were not disposed to let the subject 


tion and licentiousness, and laying a founda-|thus rest; and when Congress, which had 


tion for future calamities. 


held its sittings at Alexandria in the com- 


** We therefore earnestly solicit your Chris- 


mencement of 1784, met according to its ad- 


tian interposition, to discourage and prevent | journment towards the close of that year at 
so obvious an evil, in such manner as under} Trenton, they proceeded to take some steps 
the influence of Divine wisdom you shall see|to revive their address before that body. 
meet. They were also desirous of distributing 

















“Signed in and on behalf of our Yearly 
Meeting, held in Philadelphia, for Pennsylva- 
nia, New Jersey and Delaware, and the west- 
ern parts of Maryland and Virginia, dated the 
Fourth-day of the Tenth month, 1783, by 
[535 Friends. ]” 





Warner Mifflin, George Dillwyn, James 
Pemberton, Anthony Benezet, David Evans, 
David Cooper, Robert Kirkbride, John Par- 
rish, John Hoskins, Joseph West, Benjamin 
Clark, Daniel Byrnes, George Bowne, Eli 
Yarnall and Jacob Lindley, were appointed to 
lay it before Congress, which was then sitting 
at Princeton. All those appointed, but one, 
attended with it, and were respectfully re- 
ceived. 

The journal of Congress as published does 
not show what action was taken on this me- 
morial, but by a letter from David Howell, 
one of the members from Rhode Island, ad- 
dressed to James Pemberton, we are informed 
that a few months after its presentation, it was 
referred to a committee. This committee 
consisted of Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia, 


Howell, of Rhode Island. In order to test the 
feelings of the members of Congress, this 
committee introduced into a “ report of a plan 
for a temporary government of the western 
territory” the following paragraph :— 

“ That after the year 1800 of the Christian 
era, there shall be neither slavery nor invol- 
untary servitude in any of the said states, 
otherwise than in punishment of crimes, 


to have been personally guilty.” 
On the 19th of Fourth month, 1784, this 
report coming under consideration, Spaight, 


| are unrepresented. 


amongst the members of Congress a printed 
pamphlet, entitled “ The Case of the Oppres- 


sed Africans.” To inquire into the best mode 
of managing the matter, James Pemberton 


addressed a letter to David Howell, who ap- 
pears to have been a firm friend to the cause 
of freedom. In reply, D. H. writes :— 


“ Trenton, Dec. 22d, 1784. 


“ Sir,—Your favour of yesterday has been 
put into my hands. I am always pleased to 
be charged with any service in my power to 
render to the cause of personal liberty, in 
which your Society have taken so decided, 
and I may add, successful a part. 

“The address presented to Congress by a 
deputation from your Yearly Meeting of 1783 
(which your people are pleased to observe was 
courteously received) was, while Congress 
resided at Annapolis, referred to a committee. 
The subject-matter of the address met the 
wishes of many respectable members; a report 
thereon was made by the committee. This 
report was taken up in an unfavourable time, 


| (for indeed no other presented itself for want 
Jeremiah T. Chase, of Maryland, and David | 


of a full representation,) and lost. 

“ At the present time, New Hampshire, Con- 
necticut and Delaware, as well as Maryland 
The three former might 
wish to be present at the determination of 
Congress on the subject in question, add to 





whereof the party shall have been convicted, | 





of North Carolina, moved to strike out the} 


above paragraph ; this was seconded by Read, 
of South Carolina. The question was then 


raised, shall this paragraph stand? On this the | 


yeas and nays were called, when it appeared 
that the delegates from New Hampshire, 


Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, | 
New York and Pennsylvania, voted in the| 
affirmative ; Maryland and South Carolina in | 


the negative; North Carolina was equally 


this that our time has been taken up already 
several days on the subject of a temporary 
residence. * * * 

* As you are pleased to ask my opinion as 
to the mode of presenting some pamphlets on 
the subject of personal liberty to the members 
of Congress, I can only inform you, that the 
|usual method has been to enclose them in a 
cover, with each particular delegate’s name 
written on the pamphlet for him, directed to 
| the President of Congress, accompanied by a 
letter of information. 

“ [| would wish that the letter to the presi- 
dent might make such a reference to the ad- 
dress, as to put it in our power by referring 
that letter to a committee, to revive the sub- 
ject in an easy manner. 

«As soon as Congress shall be seated for 





commerce, which subjects many thousands of| divided ; Virginia stood one for, and two! the winter, and have a full house, a favourable 
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opportunity will offer to revive this subject on 
their minds.” 

Congress removed from Trenton to New 
York, and during its sittings there, the follow- 
ing letter was addressed to its President, Rich- 
ard Henry Lee, by the Meeting for Sufferings 
in Philadelphia :— 


“ Philadelphia, 26th of First mo., 1785. 


‘Respected Friend,—The importance of the 
subject will, we trust, apologise for our free- 
dom in thus addressing thee, as it concerns 
multitudes of our unoffending fellow-men, who, 
by a most ignominious traffic, are subjected to 
a miserable state of barbarous sufferings and 
oppression. 

“ The Yearly Meeting of our religious So- 
ciety in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, &c., im- 
pressed with a sense of the enormity of this 
evil, and the obvious destructive consequences 
to the principles and morals of the people 
among whom slavery prevails, were excited 
by an apprehension of duty to address the 
United States in Congress, in the Tenth month, 
1783, hoping that a seasonable declaration 
from so high authority, in favour of personal 
liberty, would obtain regardful attention from 
the people, and animate the legislatures of the 
respective states, to exert their influence and 
endeavours to discourage, and prohibit the 
increase of the number of slaves by any future 
importation of them ; which we conceive would 
conduce to the general good, and exhibit an 
honourable example of real justice. We are 
still earnestly solicitous that the subject-mat- 
ter of the address above mentioned should be 
revived, which we wish thee to promote, and 
that such resolutions may be formed thereupon 
as may be dictated by that wisdom from above, 
which is pure and peaceable, full of mercy and 
good fruits. 


“In the mean time, we request the favour|that come unto God by him.” This, after 





|and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ ; and in this 
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tieth year, or what is termed the age of man, | that consoling declaration, “ All things work 
I cannot do less than seriously contemplate | together for good to them that love God ;” so, 
the approach of that period, when all things | if all things work together for our good, afflic- 


here will recede from my view, and an awful 
eternity open before me. How important the 
inquiry,—am I prepared to meet the Judge 
of the whole earth? and how have I dis- 
charged the duties of my station? In review- 
ing my past life, I find much to deplore, yet 
numberless mercies to be thankful for; and I 
have an humble hope, that through the sacri- 
fice and mediation of the Lord Jesus, I shall, 
in the adorable goodness of God, find that 
mercy covereth the judgment-seat, even to a 
hair’s breadth. I have no other dependance, 
and fully believe that there is no other way 
to the kingdom of God; and while consider- 
ations of these things have much occupied my 
attention on my own account, I have felt 
deeply interested in the present and eternal 
welfare of my beloved offspring, desiring (far 
beyond what I may be able to express) that 
you, my dear children, may timely seek the 
Lord for your portion, and the God of Jacob 
for the lot of your inheritance ; that so you 
may be safely conducted through all the trials 
of time, and at last land in a blissful eter- 
nity. 

In the infinite mercy of a long-suffering and 
gracious God, we are all visited by his Grace, 
and all feel the convictions of his Holy Spirit, 
unfolding to our view that we are sinners ; that 
we have fallen short of the glory of God, and 
all stand in need of a Saviour. The offers of 
pardon and reconciliation are tendered for our 
acceptance, through repentance toward God, 


tions are included ; and I am fully convinced, 
they are often blessings in disguise. “ Before 
I was afflicted,” said David, “ I went astray ; 
but now have I kept thy word.” This has 
been the experience of many since David’s 
time, and I desire to encourage you to trust 
in the Lord in the season of affliction; for 
those who really and truly trust in Him, will 
never be confounded. It will prove a vain and 
delusive expectation, if you picture to your- 
selves a smooth path through this wilderness ; 
for it remains an unchangeable truth, that it is 
“through many tribulations the righteous 
enter the kingdom.” I have not the tongue 
or the pen of the learned, and am at a loss to 
express to the full, the concern I have often 
felt, that my beloved children may be found 
walking in the truth, and that I may be clear 
of their blood in the awful day of account ; 
therefore, with fatherly tenderness, and earn- 
est solicitude, I entreat you not to neglect so 
great salvation as is provided for you, in 
and through the Lord Jesus Christ, “ who 
gave himself for us, that He might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto Himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 
As to your general duties I would say a few 
words. Be kindly affectioned one to another ; 
endeavour to live in love and harmony, bear- 
ing one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ ;—and should your dear mother sur- 
vive me, endeavour to sweeten the bitter cup 
of separation, by your affectionate and steady 
conduct towards her, in her declining years. 
She has been to me a true help-mate ; a faith- 
ful wife, and all that I could wish for in the 
tender connexion. To you, my dear children, 
she has been a tender and affectionate mother, 
and she has a claim on your best attentions in 




































day of merciful visitation, you have been fa- 
voured (I doubt not) to see that the Lord hath 
laid help upon one that is mighty to save, and 
able to deliver to the very uttermost, “ all 























of thy presenting to each delegate in Congress fifty years’ experience of the way and work 
one of the small pamphlets herewith sent, | of salvation, is, in few words, the sum and 
entitled ‘The Case of the Oppressed Afri-| substance of my faith; and I have no other 
cans,’ &c., whose affecting circumstance, we | ground of hope for acceptance, in the awful 
hope, will engage their most serious compas-| day that is approaching. Permit me, my be- 
sionate consideration. ; loved children, earnestly to crave your early 
“Thy friendship in complying with our) and serious attention to the important concern 
request will be very grateful to our religious | of your souls’ salvation ; it will not deprive 
Society, on whose behalf we are you of any of the things of this life that will 
“ Thy respectful Friends,” &c. be profitable to you to retain, but it will 
Richard Henry Lee with promptness at-| heighten your relish of temporal blessings, 
tended to the request, causing the pamphlets | and also raise the perpetual song of thanks- 
to be properly distributed, and the letter to be | giving to the Father and fountain of all our 
publicly read to the house. On its reading, | mercies, for all those favours which He has, 
no little discussion arose ; the southern mem- with an unsparing hand, showered down upon 
bers contending that Congress had no power/ys, As you thus live in the remembrance of 
of legislation on the subject. The friends of|the Lord’s mercies, and in a daily state of 
human liberty, finding that they could not} watchfulness unto prayer, He will prove him- 
obtain the passage of any bill, such as they | self to be unto you as a shadow of a mighty 
desired, suffered the whole matter to rest for|rock in a weary land; He will sweeten 
a time. every bitter cup, and, in the time of sore 
affliction, be your refuge and resting-place. 
O! how precious the experience, to find 
that when earthly comforts fail, yea, though 





(To be continued.) 


GEORGE WITHY’S LETTER 


your soul, ‘“* My flesh and my heart fail me,” 


TIETH YEAR. ; end oes taal 
: ; yet, as your dependance is upon the Lor 
To my Children and Grandchildren. shone, He will enable you to add—« But God 


Dearly Beloved,—Having, through the|is the strength of my heart, and my portion 












her declining years, 
and I earnestly pray that the God of love and 
peace may be with you. 


TO HIS CHILDREN, ON COMPLETING HIS sEVEN-| YU may have to say, in the bitterness of 


mercy of God, arrived at the end of my seven-/| forever.” You will then find the fulfilment of| inheritance. 


Finally, live in love ; 


In your intercourse with the world, “ Do 


unto all men, as ye would they should do unto 
you.” This will keep your consciences clear, 
and enable you to bear reproaches if they 
should fall upon you. 


“If it be possible, live 
peaceably with all men.” Do not meddle un- 


necessarily with public affairs, or with other 


men’s matters;—many have brought great 
trouble on themselves and their families, by 


entertaining a needless curiosity about the 
affairs of others, 


Not that I would recom- 
mend a state of apathy about the affairs of 
others; or, that you should be indifferent to 
what passes around you; but as “ The wise 
man’s eyes are in his head,” while the fools 
are gadding abroad; so, by due caution, you 
will see when you may profitably interfere 
with the affairs of others. Remember in this, 
as in other things, that “* Wisdom is profitable 
to direct.” And as you seek the aid of the 
best wisdom, in all your spiritual and tempo- 
ral concerns, He who never said to the seed of 
Jacob, “seek ye my face in vain,” will be 
your director and protector through all the 
vicissitudes of this present life, and prepare 
your souls for a better and a more enduring 
In all your transactions with 
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men, let your conduct be marked by strict| and His Father, to Him be glory, and domin-| grave, where is thy victory?” That this may 


integrity ; seek not great things for yourselves! ion, forever and ever, amen.” 


in this world ; be content with moderate fare, 


be the experience of all my dear children and 


Thus, my beloved children, I have en-| grandchildren, is the fervent prayer of your 


furniture, and apparel; live within your in-|deavoured to convey to you a little of the sin-| very affectionate father, 


come, and remember the poor and afflicted ;|cere travail of my soul on your account ; 
and according to your ability, be willing to) earnestly desiring, that the Father of Mercies, 
help them as opportunities offer. I greatly 

dislike indiscriminate giving; yet 1 would|His* holy keeping; and, from day to day, 
encourage you to be liberal towards suitable|** Direct your hearts unto the love of God, 
objects, which you may always meet with, | and into the patient waiting for Christ,” that 
and such I would earnestly recommend to|so you may be guided by Him, the Great 
your affectionate attention. Early rising, and|Head of the Church, in all your steppings 
prudent arrangements, will greatly forward |through time. Remember, that a good man’s 
the business of the day, and leave you suita-|steps are all ordered of the Lord—and when 
ble time for retirement, reading the Holy|so directed, they must be directed aright ; 
Scriptures, attending religious meetings, and and when the fading things of this life are re- 
other duties; and by such arrangements, you |ceding from your view, as they are now from 
will avoid many of those perplexities that| mine, you will have a good ground to hope, 





surround the sluggard. I have often felt con-|* that if our earthly house of this tabernacle | 


cern for those who indulge in lying late in the| be dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
mornings ; they thereby impair their health,|house not made with hands, eternal in the 


and the God of all comfort, may have you 10} ja ntolo 





and lose the best part of the day, whereby 
great omissions of duty frequently follow. 
You who have children, I entreat, in an espe- 
cial manner, to endeavour to train them up in 
habits of industry and frugality ; and, above 
all things, so far as you may be enabled, in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 
Early teach them the duty of prayer, and 
impress their tender minds with the belief, 
that our God is a God hearing prayer—that 
His holy ear is open to the cry of His chil- 
dren; and that, in His own time, He will 
_ their requests, if made according to 

is holy will. Remind your children of the 
advice David gave to Solomon, when he said, 
** And thou, Solomon, my son, know thou the 
God of thy fathers; and serve Him with a 
perfect heart, and with a willing mind; for 
the Lord searcheth all hearts, and under- 
standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts; 
if thou seek Him, he will be found of thee, but 
if thou forsake Him, he will cast thee off for- 
ever.” This attention to the present and 
eternal interests of your offspring, whether 
you fully succeed or not, will be a consoling 
reflection to you in the hour of death. How 
painful will it then be, to the negligent pa- 
rent, to have their omissions staring them in 
the face! And with how much: greater reluc- 
tance will such leave this world, than those 
who can sincerely say, I have done what I 
could for the help and preservation of those 
committed to my care. May the God of all 
grace be your director, in this, and all other 
spiritual and temporal concerns ; and may you 
be purified by the operations of his Holy Spi- 
rit, from every defilement of flesh and spirit, 
and be able to mingle your supplications 
together at the throne of grace, for the pre- 
servation of each other in His holy fear; so 
that, as you grow in years, you may grow in 

race, and in the saving knowledge of our 

ord Jesus Christ, whom to know, is life eter- 
nal. If we ever know Him to our lasting 


heavens.” This enduring inheritance is 
worthy of your pursuit; and I entreat you to 
use all diligence to make your calling and 
election sure, before you go hence and be seen 
of men no more; that so we may, through 
redeeming love and mercy, meet in the king- 
dom of our God and of His Christ, there to 
sing the praises of the Lord God and of the 


Lamb who was slain, and who has redeemed | 


us unto God by his blood, “ out of every kin- 


dred, and tongue, and people, and nation.” | 


My spirit is deeply humbled while I pen these 
very important things, under a deep sense of 
my own great unworthiness, and under a 
strong conviction, that if we are at last ad- 
mitted into that city, whose walls are salva- 
tion, and whose gates are praise, where the 
morning stars sing together, and the sons of 
God shout for joy, we shall revérently sub- 
scribe to the apostle’s doctrine, that it is 
“Not by works of righteousness that we 
have done, but according to his mercy He 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, which he hath 
shed upon us abundantly, through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour ;’—* Neither,” said Peter, 
“is there salvation in any other, for there is 
none other name under heaven, given among 
men, whereby we must be saved.” May your 
attention be so directed to Him, the great 
shepherd of the sheep—and your hearts so 
inclined to follow Him in the regeneration, 
that when the awful intimation is heard in 
your borders,—“ Time to thee shall be no 
more ;” you may, through the redeeming love 
of God, in Christ Jesus, be ready to enter into 
the joy of your Lord. 

Thus I have simply expressed, what has 
freely offered in my heart towards you, and 
which I humbly recommend to your serious 
perusal; earnestly craving, that the blessing 
of God may rest upon you, individually and 
collectively ; and that in the final conclusion, 
you may all have good ground to adopt the 


advantage, it must be by the knowledge of|expression of the apostle, “ ‘Thanks be to 


His being our Saviour; and by the evidence 
that we are washed from our sins in His 


God, who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” This blessed experience 


blood, and prepared to join in the song of|will enable its possessor, let his discourage- 


thanksgiving, “ Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in His own blood, 


ments otherwise be what they may, gloriously 
to triumph over death, hell, and the grave ; 


and hath made us kings and priests unto God |and to say, ‘‘ O death, where is thy sting? O 


Grorce Wirny. 


P. S.—Perhaps this may appear to some 
gical; but 1 have not studied what I 
have written, but have simply penned the un- 
sought feelings of my heart ; and if they have 
no other recommendation, they are the pro- 
duct of love unfeigned. 


For ** The Friend.”” 
A PITHY EPISTLE. 


The following pithy epistle of London 
Yearly Meeting to its Quarterly Meetings, in 
1792, is well worthy of the consideration of 
Friends in America in 1844. 


To the Quarterly Meetings of Friends in 
Great Britain and Ireland. 


Dear Friends:—We feel at this time en- 
gaged to address you, in consequence of the 
many complaints which you have transmitted 
to us, in your answers to the Queries; par- 
ticularly of that which more or less is noticed 
|in every Quarterly Meeting,—the deficiency 
|of admonition respecting acknowledged fail- 
ures in several parts of our testimony. 
| We believe that it would much conduce to 





| lessen the causes of these complaints, if ye, 
|the more immediate superintendents of infe- 
| rior meetings, would know, and do, your duty 
\in the church. How can it suffice you to 
|hear their repeated confession of weakness, 
| without so laying it to heart as to assist 
them? By neglecting to do this, ye not only 
neglect your own duty, but countenance infe- 
| rior meetings, in that inactivity of which ye 
complain to us. 

It is not a day for inactivity. On one hand, 
the spirit of the world is unremittingly con- 
tinuing its influence, to sap the foundations of 
our safety; on the other, we humbly trust, 
there are yet, in most parts, such as are pre- 
pared to oppose it, by an holy zeal, and an 
heart-felt concern for the deficiencies which 
subsist amongst us. 

Press then forward in your clear duty. Be 
not contented with echoing to us the mournful 
language of complaint. Visit your Monthly 
Meetings by proper appointments ; search the 
lamented evils to their source; and do not 
despair that Divine wisdom will direct the 
remedy, and Divine strength assist your hands 
in the application. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Yearly Meet- 
ing, held by adjournments, from the 21st to 
the 29th of Fifth mo., 1792, by 

Tuomas Hunt ty, Clerk. 











The Landrail Assuming the Semblance of 
Death.— Jesse, in his remarks on this 
bird, says, “1 have met with an incident in 
the natural history of the corn-crake, which I 
believe is perfectly accurate, having been in- 
formed that the bird will put on the semblance 
of death, when exposed to danger from which 
it is unable to escape. The incident was 
this :—A gentleman had a corn-crake brought 
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to him by his dog, to all appearance quite 
dead. As it lay on the ground, he turned it 
over with his foot, and was convinced it was 
dead. Standing by, however, in silence, he 
suddenly saw it open an eye. He then took | 
it up; its head fell, its legs hung loose, and it | 
appeared again quite dead. He then put it| 
into his pocket, and before long he felt it all | 
alive, and struggling to escape. He then took 
it out ; it was as lifeless as before. Having 
laid it again upon the ground, and retired to 
some distance, the bird in about five minutes 
warily raised its head, looked round, and de- 
camped at full speed. I have seen a similar 
circumstance take place with a partridge, and | 








it is well known that many insects will prac- 
tise the same deception.” 


From the Richmond Whig. 
Laws against Free Negroes. 


We are induced to recur to this subject by 
the recital to us, of a case which we feel sure 
will excite the sympathy of every reader who 
has a heart. 

Some time during the last summer, a co- 
loured girl, born free, only fourteen years old, 
and a resident of the adjoining town of Man- 
chester, paid a visit to a friend in this city. 
Either through choice, or necessity, she re- 
mained all night on this side of the river, 
without however the smallest intention of be- 
coming a resident. During the night she was 
arrested by the police, and not having her 
free papers was lodged in jail. Being per- 
fectly ignorant of the law, and having no one 
to counsel or advise her, the unfortunate 
creature was detained in jail forty-five days, 
and then, by order of court, sold for jail fees. | 
She was sold for the period of forty-five years, 
to pay the sum of forty-five dollars—was pur- | 
chased by a negro trader, and carried into 
captivity in a strange land, where she was sold 
again. We are informed that she is, if alive, | 
at this moment in Louisiana. We do not recol- | 
lect any case of oppression of the helpless, that | 
ever wrought more powerfully on our feelings. | 

Our legislators will no doubt be astonished | 
to learn that this glaring oppression of a poor | 
and helpless fellow-creature was strictly legal. | 
Not a form of law was neglected throughout | 
the whole proceedings. The girl had not her | 
free papers; she was therefore legally liable | 
to arrest—she had no friend to interfere in her 
behalf; and, of course, had no opportunity to | 
prove her free birth—she had no money to pay | 
her jail fees; and, therefore, it was strictly 
within the letter of the law to sell her. It is| 
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Our friends Dougan and Asenath Clarke, of 
North Carolina, left Philadelphia in the Pack- 
et Ship Thomas P. Cope, for Liverpool, on 
Second-day last, on a religious visit to Friends 
of the Yearly Meetings of London and Dub- 
lin. 


NORTH CAROLINA YEARLY MEETING. 


The following account of this Yearly Meet- 
ing has just come to hand, although probably 
written some time since :-— 


“ North Carolina Yearly Meeting convened 
at New Garden Meeting-house on the 6th of 
the Eleventh mo., 1843, and continued its sit- 
tings until the evening of the 10th. The 
Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders was 
held at Deep-river Meeting-house on the Se- 
venth-day previous. 

‘Several Friends with certificates from 
other Yearly Meetings on this continent were 
in attendance. Epistles were received from 


the Yearly Meetings of Friends held in Lon- | 


don and Dublin, together with one from each 
of the Yearly Meetings on this continent, with 
which a correspondence is held, except two. 
In considering the state of Society as brought 
into view by reading the answers to the que- 
ries, the meeting was clothed with exercise 
on account of the many deficiencies still appa- 
rent among us; the most prominent of which 
was the neglect of the attendance of meetings, 
both for worship and discipline. Very clearly 
was brought into view the great obligation 
that rests upon parents and heads of families, 
to attend all our religious meetings themselves, 
and they-were admonished, that they would 
never prosper in the experience of true and 
vital religion, whilst they continued to neglect 
the important duty of taking their families 
and those under their care with them to wait 
upon the Lord, which was their reasonable 
service. Friends were feelingly exhorted to 
come away from a conformity to the change- 
able fashions and customs of the world, and 
individually to enter into the resolution of 
good old Joshua, * Let others do as they may; 
as for me and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.’ 

“ An Epistle of advice, embracing the con- 
cern and exercise of the body was prepared, 
and sent down to the subordinate meetings. 

“The subject of the unnecessary use of 
intoxicating liquors, by some of the members 





probable that she would not have brought the |of this Yearly Meeting, claimed a part of its 
amount of her expenses, had she been sold for deliberations ; and those who are thus doing 
a less period than she was; consequently it| violence to our testimony on this subject, 
was necessary to sell her as she was. It is to| were called upon to consider that they were 
the statute book, alone, that we are to look for | not only promoting a great moral evil, but 
a justification of this enormous injustice. |were doing violence to their best spiritual 
The allegation in defence of such laws is| interests; and such were feelingly entreated 
that they are indispensably necessary to the|to turn from it while they had the power. 
safety of the “‘ domestic institution ;” and yet| A minute of advice in relation to this impor- 
the advocates of the “ domestic institution” | tant subject was addressed to the subordinate 
affirm that it is of Divine origin, just, moral, | meetings. 
beneficent, and altogether lovely! There was| “The committee having charge of the 
once a teacher upon the earth, who said, “* A| Boarding School, made a satisfactory report. 
tree shall be known by its fruit.” Notwithstanding the number of scholars has 









been less the past year than formerly, we have 
been comforted in observing the beneficial 
influence it has had in preparing for useful- 
ness, many of those who have availed them- 
selves of its advantages. 

“The unrighteous system of slavery prac- 
tised in our land, claimed the attention of the 
meeting ; and though no way seemed to open 
to take any immediate action on the subject, 
yet we believe that our concern for the pro- 
motion and enlargement of this much injured 
people is not diminished. Friends were ex- 
horted to embrace every opening that arose, 
that would in anywise be calculated to melio- 
rate their condition.” 


An Epistle of Advice to the Quarterly and 
Monthly Meetings accompanied the foregoing 
account, for which, however, we have not 
room this week. 


ASYLUM. 


A stated meeting of “ The Contributors to 
the Asylum for the relief of persons deprived 
of the use of their reason,” will be held on 
Fourth-day afternoon, Third month, 13th, at 
3 o’clock, at the Committee-room, Mulberry 
Street Meeting-house. 


Samvet Mason, Clerk. 


DYMOND’S ESSAYS. 


The undersigned would respectfully inform 
his western friends, who were disappointed 
last spring in getting the above work, that 
a limited supply is still on hand, at the low 
price of 874 cents for a single copy, or at 75 
cents for six or more. Those who wish by uni- 
ting their subscriptions to obtain fifty or more, 
for presenting to members of Legislatures, 
will be supplied at seventy cents per copy. 

Georcr W. Taytor, 
No. 50 North Fourth Street. 


NORTHERN SOUP SOCIETY. 


The undersigned, acknowledges the receipt 
of eighteen dollars and fifty cents from a 
friend to the poor, in Hollidaysburg, Pa., for 
the benefit of the Northern Soup Society, Phi- 
ladelphia, 

Exsen’r Levick, 
Treasurer of the Northern Soup Society. 


Philad., Second mo., 1844. 


Manrzriep, on Fifth-day, the ]5th of Second month, at 
Friends’ Meeting-house, Medford, New Jersey, Henay 
P.- Exy, M. D., of the former place, to Mary Reeve, 
daughter of Josiah and Elizabeth Reeve, of Evesham, 
deceased. 


———e—eEeEeEe==_e_________e______ee____——_—_—_— 


Drep, on the 4th ult., at her residence near Flushing, 
Belmont county, Ohio, after a protracted illness, which 
she bore with Christian fortitude, Many Wittiams, wife 
of Jos. Williams—a member of Flushing Monthly 
Meeting, in the sixty-fifth year of her age. Her loss 
will be long and deeply felt by her family and numer- 
ous friends, to whom she was much endcared, and who 
have the consolation of believing, that the close of time 
opened to her a glorious immortality. 





, on the 6th ultimo, Saran, wife of Nathaniel 
Woopy—a member of Spring Monthly Meeting, 
Orange county, North Carolina, about thirty years of 
age; leaving a husband and three small children to 
mourn their loss. 






















































